Ramaiah Webinar on Diplomacy for Science & Technology to Manage
COVID-19 Pandemic
Introduction
The coronavirus, the cause of COVID-19, started locally in Wuhan, China, and has spread globally.
It neither recognizes the geographical and political boundaries of nations, nor their rules of crossborder engagement. It sets its own pace of transmission, incubation, infection, maturation, and
demise. India and other countries must respond individually and collectively to its threat by
invoking and innovating their rules of cross-border engagement to flatten their curve of infection,
recovery, and death from COVID-19.
Current and emerging science & technology (S&T) is central to a successful battle against
Covid 19 No country has all the necessary S&T tools for a successful fight and
containment of the disease. Diplomacy to assure the availability, accessibility, and quality
of S&T to manage the COVID-19 pandemic is central to India’s success. For example, it is
central to assuring the availability of test kits, accessibility of ventilators in all the hot spots,
and the quality of research & development to develop vaccines. India must work in concert with
many countries globally and regionally through consortia, multilateral agreements, and bilateral
agreements to provide these assurances to its people. In an environment that is
simultaneously highly competitive driven by global demand and highly collaborative driven
by necessity, diplomacy must facilitate the relationships between India and the other
countries for the transfer of biological, medical, engineering, epidemiological, and social
S&T. The transfer may be through advice, exchange, cooperation, collaboration,
commercial transaction, or gift. India’s diplomacy must help overcome the
financial/economic, geographical, cultural, informational, material, temporal, and
transportation barriers to the transfer. The diplomacy must encompass a variety of both
state and non-state actors who can aid the identification, medical treatment, personnel
deployment, personal protection, strategic management, and access to manage the
pandemic. These dimensions and elements are organized as an ontology in Figure 1. The
ontology encapsulates the above logic and poses a variety of current topics for discussion
within it. In this context the Ramaiah Webinar on Diplomacy for Science & Technology to
Manage COVID-19 Pandemic intends to frame, highlight, and debate the key issues in the
topicfromthevantageof Indiaand the globe.

Ontology of Diplomacy for Science & Technology to Manage COVID-19
Pandemic
The ontology is a structured natural-language visualization of the large number of pathways to
use diplomacy for S&T to manage COVID-19 pandemic. It makes visible 1,54,350 potential
pathways. Two illustrative pathways are:
 Global-consortia economic/financial partnership for biological science/technology
advancement by industry actor for strategic management to manage COVID-19.
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Figure 1: Ontology of Diplomacy for Science & Technology to Manage COVID-19 Pandemic
The discussion will be free-flowing, structured brainstorming for about two hours anchored
around the ontology. The ontology can be used to chart a roadmap for India’s diplomacy for S&T
to manage the COVID-19 pandemic. It can be used to map the pathways India has deployed to
date, assess their efficacy, positively reinforce the successful ones, negatively reinforce the
unsuccessful ones, and experiment with new ones. It will aid in discussing and addressing the
need for, the priorities in, and the pathways to manage COVID-19. The discussion will help
formulate a roadmap for research on, policies for, and practice of diplomacy for S&T to
successfully manage the COVID-19 pandemic.

Issues
The webinar discussion will focus on the following issues:
1. What should be the scope and types of partnership needed for managing different
aspects of thepandemic?
2. Which fields of S&T and what objectives will help overcome the challenges to manage the
pandemic?
3. Who should be the actors involved in the process and what should be their goal in
managing COVID-19?

Conclusion
Diplomacy for S&T to manage COVID-19 must be based on the experience of the stakeholders,
knowledge of policymaking experts, and evidence from research. The challenge of managing the
pandemic goes beyond the boundaries of nations as the pandemic’s propagation is dynamic and
permeable. No single country can manage the pandemic on its own. The interventions must be
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ongoing and multilayered. Managing the pandemic calls for collaborations at different levels by
various actors with many objectives that will enable different partnerships in the field of S&T
through diplomacy.
Date: 24th July 2020
Time: 3 pm to 5 pm (IST)
Facilitator: Dr Arkalgud Ramaprasad, Director, Ramaiah Public Policy Center; Professor
Emeritus, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
Moderator: Dr Chetan B Singai, Deputy Director, Ramaiah Public Policy Center
Coordinator: Sree Ganga S D, Research Associate, Ramaiah Public Policy Center
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